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COLLECTIVE NOTES 

—NEWS FLASH!— The New Fork Sta te Supreme 
Court has just granted Joan Little a '60-day 
stay on her extradition to North Carolina, 
in a February 26 ruling r. Editors running 
our interview with Little on page one can 
add this update to the paragraph preceding 
the interview „ 


***C0RRECTI0N*** 

In packet #897, page 9— "Native American Mother 
Who Protested Teacher's Racist Remarks Defies 
Court Order": in the fourth paragraph, 'the 
local Human Rights Commission' should be 
deleted. 


IF YOU ARE MISSING A PAGE OR GET A BADLY PRINTED GRAPHIC, LET US KNOW AND WE'LL SEND ANOTHER SOON 



(See photos in graphics section.) 

AN INTERVIEW WITH JOAN LITTLE 
LIBERATION News Se rvice 

The following interview, with Joan Little 
was conducted by an. LNS staff- member in Brooklyn, 
New. York on February. .7 . At. the, time of the 
interview* Little was fighting, extradition back 
to North Carolina from. New York City. 

In the interview* Little talks about some 
of the experiences that drove her to flee North 
Carolina and to fight, against, being shipped back 
to complete her jail term there. She tells what 
it was like growing up in the South and describes 
the harassment she faced from prison officials 
after she was acquitted 0 f charges of murdering 
a white prison guard. 

On February 22, two weeks after this inter- 
view was conducted. New York Governor Hugh Carey 
signed the extradition papers for Little's 
return to North Carolina. 

WHAT WAS IT LIKE GROWING UP IN THE SOUTH AS A 
BLACK WCMAN? 

Growing up in Washington [North Carolina] 
really was very prejudiced. It was prejudiced 
in growing up and it's that way now. 

The school system didn't even become inte- 
. grated until three .or four .years. ago. It used 
to be so down. They had Washington High School 
for whites and P.S. Jones High School [tor blacks.] 
And they used to do things like take all the new 
books and send them to Washington High School 
first. Then, the next year or later they would 
send the same books, to P.S. Jones. 

When they did integrate, what they did was 
change the school's name [of P.S. Jones] all the 
way around. The. school, was named after this black 
man. Then they changed it to Washington Elemen- 
tary School. , A lot. of black people got upset be- 
hind that because they. were erasing, the black heri- 
tage, and that, school, had been there fox so longs 
Just because they integrated, the whites came- over 
and gave it. the name they wanted to . And we had 
been asking for a gym for a long time and they said 
the school system didn't have any money. Then 
when they integrated the school we got a brand new . , 
gym and everything. 

When you grow up in an environment you adapt 
to it and you don't know the true meanings of what 
is really happening because you' re so. used to look- 
ing at what you see around you all the time. In 
Washington, during the murder trial 1 the older 
black people sat around and said, "We support Joan. 
It was wrong that this came down. ..." But you 
think they would stand. up to one of those white 
folks and say that? No, they stand a chance of 
getting their house blown up or anything! They 
know they got to live there and if it gets back 
downtown , they 're going to be harassed and what not , 

What really changed my mind, what really help- 
ed me see what racism was, was when my mother sent 


immediately, submit to them. 

Hey, this is all that I had seen. I remember 
my mommy going out to clean house, and when they 
came to pick her up, this white woman would come 
and she was like the big woman. And the black woman 
that cleans the house, she can't get in the front 
seat, she got to sit in the back. This immediately 
shows that, "Hey, you are my worker." It's another 
form of slave Labor, you understand. 

And when I came up here, my father took me 
downtown to Brooklyn on Dekalb Avenue and I saw 
these Caucasians and blacks hooked up together, I 
was staring at them and my father kept hunching me 
and saying, "Don't do that." I said, "What are 
they doing. together?" And he said, "This is New 
York City and that happens every day," I said,' 
"Something that happens every day? You mean the 
police ain't going to come and arrest them for it?" 

I stayed up here three years and when I went 
back down there I became immediately rebellious. 

The older people tell you, "When you see the white 
man and he say, 'shut up,* you shut up." But I 
wouldn't submit to it anymore. 

HOW DID YOUR ORIGINAL BREAKING AND ENTERING CHARGE 
COME UP IN 1973? 

I went down there to get somebody else out of 
jail and ended up in jail myself , on their charge. 

Ok, the sheriff's department had it in for me. 
See, I had been arrested a number of times but I 
had always gotten out of it. I left home when I 
was 16, at 17 I had a house of my own, and when 
I was 18 I had a car of my own. I wasn't working 
no where, but I was hanging out. 

In Washington, they got this place called 
Fourth Street and it's like Dodge City. Fourth 
Street's got a lot of clubs, but I can't say "clubs" 

1 cause, you* 11 think I'm talking about places in 
New York. They got this pool room on Fourth Street. 
In the front , when you walk in, the joint is so 
raggy that the pool table is sitting lop-sided. 

Right behind there they had a little place and 
it wasn't but one room. This dude that I knew, he 
was going., with this older lady, right, and they got 
this place together and made it into a lounge. And 
when the people saw it, it was the. most outrageous 
place in town. They had psychedelic lights, color 
TV and everything. The dude was 35 years old and 
the woman that he was messing .around with was 50 
years old. He was playing on Tier * getting her money 
to set himself up. 

Then all of a sudden here come this young 
19 year old broad with wide hips and just moved her 
right on out and took over the place. So when she 
took over the place this little 19 year old broad 
was Joan. 

I took it over and started running the place. 

I was out there on my own and by myself. I have 
always been dependent on nobody else except Joan. 

I learned the hard way. I got out there and got 
super, super slick. 

You. .know I told you I had bought, a car? See, 

I let my brother use my car and I didn't know where 
he went , right? First thing I know, here comes this 


me out of Washington when I was nine and sent me up 
here into New York to. visit my father. I was so 
naive, if I saw- a white .woman or a man. I would just 
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dude, his name was Roland, and.,he, said, "Joan, 
do you know anything about my house being 
broken into?" I said, "No He said, "Well, 
this lady next door said she saw, your car parked 
near the trailer," Well, when,. my brother and. his 
girlfriend walked in from the, back room. my 
brother's girlfriend, Lin da,. had,. on this .blouse: 

And the dude Roland's girlfriend. said, "That's 
my blouse right there," So, she. headed straight 
for the precinct , 

So I said, "What the hell... you want to see. me 
for? I came down here to get ..them out of jail . 
and you want to question me?" 

He took me back and put . me. intone room," the 
others in separate rooms, ... And-ihe” next thing 
I know I was in the manager.' s office being ,, 

charged with breaking and. entering,. with larceny 

and receiving, 

SO WHAT HAPPENED AT THE TRIAL? 

They put all the witnesses, on. the stands and 
the only thing that they could.. say was their 
house was broken into. That „w.as. a, fact, the stuff 
was missing, they didn't have ..to prove that. 

So the next thing was., .where, was all. the 

eye witnesses? The woman comes, on;, the, stand and, the 
they asked her did she see. anyone.' s. face . and. she 
said, "No, they had their backs .. turned. " . So that 
was no case. That was supposed_to r be a dismissal 
right there. 

So this slick D„A,, Griffin*, he. was after me 
bad, Griffin called me back, and. said, "Look, , 

Joan, we don't have no case against you, . . It's 
supposed to be a dismissal., but,.*. , if you turn 
in [several people] you wonJ t., get no time but 

if you don't, you gonna get ten ..years , " I said, 

"Well, sucker, let me tell .yon, . I. 'm. getting ready , 
to walk out of here, I . am, not. the .police and I'm 
not going to make your job. any.easfier than ft 
already is," And I walked out, 

I got [back to the court], the judge said, 

"Young lady, do you realize that! could give 
you a maximum of 20-25 years?'.'. . I started to 
sweat , But I wasn't going to give .up „ So I said, 
"Send it to the jury," 

They didn't have no case. and.. they, was supposed 
to throw it out. The judge gave the jury a 
recess and they took my brother in one room and . 
left me in the court room. When, they came back 
they had scared him into signing, a confession. 

And they threw that up in my. face, and said, "We 
don't need you now," 


all male except for one cell that they put women 
•*- n •" -But. you- could go to the door and look right over 
and talk ..to the men all day. Then what they did 
was. build. another jail and the men are housed 
in one .section and the women in another, 

is a state law that you are supposed to have 
female, of fleers on at all times just in case a 
female. prisoner comes in at four or five o'clock 
in the morning and has to be searched. After 
[my], murder, trial [in 19 7 5] there was a survey 
done. and. there were many counties in the state of 
North Carolina that had never had a female officer. 
But. then, after that jailer [who Joan was accused 
of, killing], died "in the’ line of duty';" as they 
said,, they started getting female officers, 

WERE„THERE. ANY WOMEN IN JAIL DURING THE TIME THAT 
YOU WERE THERE? 

No,. I stayed in there 81 days and there was no 

other, women, in there. During the trial they tried 
to. get so. ilick that they said they had a female 
officer*. So Jerry Paul [Joan's lawyer at the 
murder trial] said, "If you have a female officer, 
where was she when that jailer was down in Joan's 
cell. at. 4 o'clock in the morning?" They said, 

"Oh, well she had got off at 6 o'clock and she 
was supposed to come back in," 

Plus,, too, she had the title of dispatcher 
Now how much time does a dispatcher have to 
work as. a female officer? Her job is only to 
make. sure, that the squad cars go where they have 
to go _ and come back in. And she couldn't even 
get. back, there to the cells unless she was called, 
and then. one of the guards had to let her in, 

AFTER. THE. MURDER TRIAL AND YOUR ACQUITTAL, YOU WENT 
BACL.TO.JAIL TO FINISH UP YOUR FIRST SENTENCE, 

WHAT MADE YOU DECIDE TO ESCAPE LAST YEAR IN OCTOBER? 

When I .first went there they made it quite clear, 
they .called me into the office and told me, "We 
realize who you are and we don't want no trouble 
in this, institution. If you just come in here and 
k® a. good. girl we won't harass you," So I said. 

"OK, solid," 

I didn't have a high school diploma so they said, 
"If you get your GED [General Equivalency Diploma] 
we will allow for you to go to college," So they" 
told me that the next GED was coming up in May and 
this.. was. something like February. Already they were 
telling..me*..'-'It *s impossible for you to pass the 
test*,. You jiist got two months to pack five or 
ten years of education into your head," So I said. 
Look*. let me be the judge of that," So I passed, „„ 


I was mad. The only thing, I.. had to say to 
my brother was, "Now watch, I. want, you to see how - 
the police work. You went against. your own sister. 
You would have been a free . mau„ . I, want you to 
see whether or not they're going, to, give you that 
probation that they promised," 

They gave him 5 to 7 years,. They gave me 7-10 
solid, 7-10 active, 7-10 probation*,, , And the judge, 
had the nerve to hang 5 years, probation on that, 

WHEN YOU WERE FIRST IMPRISONED , IN, WASHINGTON , WHAT 
WAS THAT LIKE? WAS IT AN ALL-MALE PRISON? 

No The first jail they had fher© ; was, 
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I went back to Mr, Powell and said I wanted to 
go to Shaw University, And Shaw University is 
predominately black, right? I felt like if I could 
get in that type of environment I could get a lot 
of information out to different sources. So 
they told me, "We don't think academically Shaw 
University is the right school for you. We think 
you should go to King's Business College," 

Now King's Business College is predominately 
white. When you are playing with the police, you 
never turn anything down, especially when you're 
giving them the opportunity to say, "Hey, she 
didn't want the education in the first place," 

They were only waiting for me to say no. So I 
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said, "Weri,.o*k*, I'll go to King's Business...... ... 

College or any other school you want to send ..me 
to to get an education,," 

So when it got close to registration day, 

I went over and said, "Hey, Mr* Powell, you 
got somebodyto take me over. there?" And he 
said, "I didn't tell you I was going to let you 
go to school * I just wanted to see whether or 
not you could pass the test 

Now don't you know I was real, mad; To keep 
from tearing that prison apart . I called Jerry 
Paul and told. Jerry to come over and talk to this 
man 0 So Jerry came to the office and talked 
to him for two hours „ He said, "You got an 
award system. out here* For good. behavior you 
get this and that. Joan hasn't been in any 
trouble* Why won't you let her go to school?" 

You think those two hours worth of talking 
did any good? I never got into that college* 

[Joan was later offered a work release program*] 

I accepted it* But everybody out there on work 
release, I don't care whether you are a typist 
or what, they won't allow you. to work in your 
field* They go. out there and get you a job, 
something like a dishwasher* 

l got my work release papers in January* 

It took me six months to find. a job -- they put 
so many stipulations on me* . This . dentist read in 
the papers that nobody would hire Joan Little 
and he came. forth and hired me. 

0*k*, I was doing really good on work 
release* I was on the proper. level * I did 
my time like a. second offender. Every time I 
would. work, up to a level they would bust me for 
something and. I would do six months, work up to 
another level and they would bust me for some- 
thing else* They would do little-.stuff -.like if 
I had six. pair of panties and they, said I was only 
supposed. to have four they would write me up on 
a major infraction* 

Now, I had. already been interviewed for my 
parole, right? And they knew they had to do 
something before my parole date* So one day 
when got off work they called me into the 

control center* 

Now on. my ..way from work I had been walking 
to the bus stop and I saw this, brother* He was 
on his way home and we usually took the same bus* 
So I said, "What's happening*" So when they 
called me in there, they askecLme who was the 
dude I was with* I said "Charles" but that was 
really none of their business* 

So they stripped me and searched me and 
said, "We're going to lock you. up ..pending investi- 
gation of who the dude was*" 

Then vhen they came oack. it wasn't about 
no dude* They had got some information that I 
wasn't at. work, for two days* My employer sent 
papers that I was , but they didn't admit them as 

evidence* 

They wouldn't let my employer's statement 
in* I was found guilty and given 15 days active 


I didn't expect the superintendent to do anything* 

1 did W 15 days* After that, I went over the wall 
the first chance I got* 

COULD YOU SAY SOMETHING ABOUT THE CHANGES IN YOUR 
POLITICAL THINKING SINCE YOUR ORIGINAL ARREST 
AND TH&-MURDER TRIAL? 

Ook* In 1973, I had no political conscious- 
ness, When I was charged with first degree murder, 

I didn't even know it existed* You know, feminist 
groups, different organizations, the struggle* I 
didn't know nothing about that and cared nothing 
about it because I was only out there for material 
gains for Joan* 

A lot of these things that I'm saying now I 
couldn't say in *73 because I had no knowledge of 
it. But anything you have knowledge on you can 
speak on* So, therefore, the reason why North 
Carolina is so afraid of me right now is because as 
long as they held me down there in that prison, all 
of the things that they did to me — not to Joan 
Little alone, but to any inmate — would be suppressed 
When you're inside an institution, they control 
that joint, and anything that come out they control 
it. 

As long as I was in there, they were in control 
of what came in and out of my mouth* Unless it 
came out by underground* Once I escaped out of the 
state of North Carolina, hey, they can't suppress 
anything that I say now* 

-30- 
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U*S* ARMS SHIPPED TO IRAN FROM- NORTH -CAROLINA PORT 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- Last November the North 
Carolina Ports Authority enthusiastically announced 
that the state port of Wilmingtroir will be used to 
ship billions of dollars worth - of arms to Iran* 

Wilmington port officials welcomed the decision, 
saying the port traffic would give a boost to the 
local economy* But many people in the area 
weren't so thrilled about profitting from arms 
deals with the notoriously repressive Shah of Iran. 

"We can put a stop to these arms shipments from 
Wilmington, but only if we organize," said Chuck 
Eppinette of the Middle East Education Program of 
the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) * 

"Much is at stake* Will we leave unchallenged 
the sale of arms as a major part of American 
foreign policy? Will we relinquish our rights as 
citizens to decide if state ports and facilities 
will be used in the exportation of death? 

"We intend to challenge these, arms shipments 
and plan to develop a strong campaign across the 
state* As long as the U*S* continues to use these 
arms for oil diplomacy, human rights will take a 
back seat," Eppinette concluded* 

-30- 

(Thanks to the North Carolina Anvil for this 

information*) 


m segregation* I appealed the decision, wrote 

to the superintendent and the prison director* 
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CONGRESS TO ACT ON CRUCIAL INDIAN BILL .... 

NEW YORK (LNS) --Legislation to prevent the 
arbitrary and unwarranted removal of Indian chil- 
dren from their families is expected to come to a 

crucial test in the U„S„ House of Representatives 
on March 9 On that day the Subcommittee on Indian 
Affairs and Public Lands is scheduled to act on 
S > 1214, the Indian Child Welfare Act -r-a bill that 
American Indian tribes consider essential to their 
survival . 

Indian tribal leaders are concerned that unless 
members of the Subcommittee hear from the public, 
consideration of S„ 1214 may be postponed. And 
any delay .in consideration of the, bill may jeopardize 
its chances for enactment this year. 

The Indian Child Welfare Act has been endorsed 
by Indian tribes. and organizations across the 
country. Studies, including one done at the re- 
quest of Congress in 1976, have shown that as 
many as 25-35 percent of Indian children have 
been removed from the families to be placed in 
foster care, adoptive care, and institutions, 
including federal boarding schools. Many, and 
perhaps even most of the placements are made 
without due process of law. They. are carried out 
by the U„S, Bureau of Indian Affairs and the fed- 
eral Department of Health, Education and Welfare, 

"If Indian communities continue. to lose their 
children to the general society through adoptive 
and foster care placements at the alarming rates 
of the recent past, if Indian families continue 
to be disrespected and their parental capacities 
challenged by. non^-Indian social agencies as vigor- 
ously as they have in the past, then. education, the 
tribe, Indian culture have little. meaning or value 
for the future," Tribal Chief Calvin Isaac of the 
Mississippi Band of . Choctaws testified on behalf 
of the National Tribal Chairman' s Association at 
House hearings early in February, 

Indian people. have been especially angered 
by the repeated opposition of the. Carter Admini- 
stration to the. bill, contradicting, his frequently 
expressed "concern. for families," 

Enactment of the Indian Child. Welfare Act will 
help ensure due process for Indian. families when 
child placement is at issue, increase, opportunities 
for Indian adoptive. and foster families to care 
for Indian children, strengthen federal support 
for Indian family-service programs and generally 
promote the stability and security . of . Indian family 
life^y 

Indian. people believe that not, only they, but 
any parents that do not meet the social norms of 
the majority society and the government, especially 
poor and third world people, are exposed to extra- 
ordinary risks of losing their children. 

If the House. Sub commit tee acts favorably on 
March 9, the bill. then goes to the full Interior 
Committee for consideration. Prompt. and favorable 
act ion by both the Subcommittee and. the full Com- 
mittee are crucial if the bill is to. pass the House, 

(S , 1214 . passed, the Senate by a voice vote last 
November,) 


and. favorably, on the Indian Child Welfare Act, The 
address. for. members of the House is: U,S„ House of 
Representatives, Washington, D,C, 20515, -30- 

(Thanks to the Association on American Indian 
Affairs, for. this -information,) 

******** * * *; * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ,*■ *; * * * * * * * ± ^ ^ 

PUERTO RICAN LABOR LEADERS TOUR U,S, 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- Two Puerto Rican labor 
leaders have just completed a tour of several U,S, 
cities aimed at building support, for the striking 
Electrical Workers* Union and at publicizing 
government attacks on the Puerto Rican Teamsters 
Union, The February 3-6 tour was sponsored by 
the United States Trade Union Committee Against 
Repression in Puerto Rico (TUCAR) , a newly-formed 
organization of trade union activists in New 
York City, 

Gil Rios , President of the San Juan chapter 
of the Electrical Workers* Union and Miguel Cabrera 
of the Teamsters* Union were warmly received at 
their first stop in Pittsburgh at a rally which 
followed an all-day football game to support 
striking coal miners in the U,S, 

The leaders also travelled to Chicago, where 
they addressed a meeting of the Puerto Rico 
Solidarity Committee and a meeting of the Steel- 
workers Fight Back Committee, and met briefly with 
rank and file candidate Ed Sadlowski, 

The tour ended with a meeting in Detroit 
with members of the Teamsters . for a Democratic 
Union, j a group of rank and file members of the 
Teamsters* Union, 

At each stop, Rios sought support for the 
6000 electrical workers, members of the UTIER 
union, who went out on strike on December 27, 

Union leaders claim that the government -managed 
Water Resources Authority, which provides all of 
Puerto Rico's electric power, provoked the strike 
in an attempt to break the power of the union. 

Teamsters* Union organizer Miquel Cabrera 
described the recent upsurge of government attacks 
on his union. He spoke of the killing of Teamster 
-organizer Juan Caballero in October — which 
unionists and their supporters charge was committed 
by a police "death squad" -- and the arrest of 
Cabrera on charges of murdering U„S, corporate 
lawyer Allen Randall, 

The tour was followed up February 10 by a 
picket of several hundred people in front of the 
Puerto Rican Commonwealth Office in New York City 
to protest the wave of anti -worker repression 
on the island. 

But this repression has not ended. One 
striking worker was killed and many were wounded, 
including some critically, when police escorting 
scabs tried to break through lines of UTIER 
picket ers in front of the Puerto Nuevo Water 
Resources Authority on February 15, UTIER led a 
thousands-strong demonstration in San Juan three 
days later to protest the attack, 

*30 - 


Indian people. have asked all Americans to join 
them in their. appeal. to the House.to.act promptly 
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KING MOVIE AROUSES PROTEST AND PRAISE 


would never have talked to Malcolm like that-" 


(Editor's noth : The networks call it "docu- 
drama" and they are turning to this form increasing- 
ly as a staple of prime time viewing . Within the 
past few years 3 Americans have "been treated to fic- 
tionalized renditions of events ranging from the 
Cuban missile crisis to the Israeli raid on Entebbe 
to the life of Martin Luther King „ 

i4a a form of entertainment 3 the docu-drama 
appears to have gained a foothold in the ratings „ 

But as an accurate representation of history 3 many 
feel it leaves a great deal to be desired . "History 
as soap overa" one critic called it 3 pointing out 
that network ^ reducers and advertisers prefer to 
see history shaped to fit around individual heros 
and villains rather than to show popular forces 
shaping the course of history . 

As the following story shows 3 the latest net- 
work docu-drama 3 NBC's three-night "Big Event" 
dealing with the life of Martin Luther King.. Jr„ 3 
has evoked renewed criticism that the form often 
serves to take history away from the people who 
made it„ ) 


Malcolm X and SNCC were leaders in recognizing 
ties between the struggles of Black America and 
those of colonized peoples around the world. By 
ignoring their contributions, the movie transformed 
King's opposition to the Vietnam War into a lonely, 
personal decision, rather than an act of courage 
which also reflected growing sentiment in the black 
community a 

In this case, at least, the film did show King 
taking a political and moral stand and sticking 
with it. But in several other instances, people who 
had been close to King felt the movie falsely por- 
trayed him as indecisive and easily intimidated,,- 

King's Image Distorted 

The Reverend Williams, a former associate of 
Dr, King land presently the executive director of 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), 
which King found':!, charged that the film "distorts 
the true image cf Dr, Kingo" 

"The movie projected Dr, King as unopinionated, 
as not sure of himself, as being scary," he said, 


NEW YORK (LNS) — Since "King," the controver- 
sial docu-drama based on the life of Martin Luther 
King, Jr , was broadcast on nationwide television, 
a flurry of positive and negative reactions have 
been expressed by well-known and common people 
alike, with the criticisms considerably outweighing 
the plaudits o 

Several individuals and organizations decried 
the film because, in their opinion, the influence 
of certain groups considered important to Dr. King's 
work and the a” 1 L rights movement, was omitted 
from the movie almost entirely. One in particular, 
Charlayne Hunter-Gault, a television news analyst, 
took the omissions indignantly. 

"All of those people in S.N.C.C. (Student Non- 
violent Coordinating Committee) were my friends," she 
said. "I don't see how SoN.C.C. could have been sold 
so short when obviously Julian's [Bond] presence in 
the film suggests SoN.C.C, was there in a significant 
way o 11 Bond was the only SoN.G»C 0 member shown in the 
film 9 

The depiction of Malcolm X in the movie as- a 
self-hating, guileful, corrupt man has also en- 
gendered a storm of protest from black activists 0 

In a statement issued after the movie was 'shown, 
Dr* Betty Shabazz, widow of Malcolm, expressed her 
outrage that her husband was portrayed as a : . man- whose 
"total philosophy was based on hate," 

The platform of Malcolm X, she said, was not 
hate, but "human rights, brotherhood and self-deter- 
mination, based on his strong belief that the black 
people had an equal right to justice in this country 
and the world along with other people. 

"If we are going to honor, respect and pay 
tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., it should 
not be done in a way to disparage and defame the mem- 
ory of v.her leaders." Dr. Shabazz also announced 
that Intends to sue NBC and the film f s producers 

over Issue. 

"X thought that was horrible. I thought that 
was garbage " ;as the way the Reverend Hosea Williams 
characterise r be Malcolm X scene to LNS. "Martin 


The Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth, a longtime 
associate of Dr 0 King, agreed with Williams that the 
movie distorts Dr.. King f s image. 

"King was quite articulate, he was a philosopher, 
he was well educated," Shuttlesworth told LNS 0 "So 
it wouldn’t be like King’s sitting In Mr. Kennedy’s 
office and letting someone else do all of the talk- 
ing* Not even at that situation in Montgomery where 
that white minister was lecturing him, he would not 
be without a reply 0 " 

Shuttlesworth also observed that the role of 
Andrew Young, former King associate and now U, S ; 
ambassador to the U.N 0 , "was well-played on one side 
and much over-played on the other", in as much as it 
depicted him as dominating Dr 0 King 1 s thoughts, 
decisions and actions. 

"I think it portrayed Andrew Young as pushing 
and badgering King to the point that it made him 
[Young] look like he had to do the thinking 0 It 
almost had him as really saying what had to be done 
most of the time. . . oThat isn’t so." 

King’s former lawyer, Stanley Lev is on, whose 
alleged Communist activities were used as a justi- 
fication by the FBI for spying on King, also said 
that some of the facts In King’s life were distorted 

by the movie. 

"I don’t think the rest of the moggmtat was 
portrayed adequately at all," he said. On the other 
hand, Levis on said the movie clearly demonstrated 
the importance of the people In the civil rights 
movement o 

"This is both the story of Martin King and of 
the courage of the black people 0 Martin wovldn’it- 
have had anybody to lead if that courage hadn’t 
been there." 

The film-makers’ decision to present some 
events - out of chronological order in the film 
also disturbed some of its viewers 0 In an interview 
with LNS, Peter Bailey, a black artist active with 
the Black Theater Alliance In New York City pointed 

out one scene in particular which 'angered hlio 

(continued on next page) 







"One of the things that really struck me was the 
presentation of the bombing of the church in 
Birmingham before the March on Washington. The bomb- 
ing actually occurred after the march and in my mind 
was a response to the march and not the other way 
around c 

"The bombers in my mind were saying that we could 
march and sit in all we want but things would not 
change because of it," Bailey added Q "The film; alter- 
ed that understanding/* 

FBI Harassment Demonstrated 

Probably the most positive and educational impact- 
of the movie was its crystallization of several little- 
known facts about events and people who played a part 
in the civil rights movement * For instance,.- the- film' 
clearly showed the FBI campaign against King which 
has come to light inj^cent years— a campaign which 
aimed to discredit him with the media and the public 
and culminated with an overt threat that he ought 
to commit suicide o 

"The very fact that this film portrayed Ji 
Edgar Hoover and F 8 B 0 I 0 . as it was, (it) was a great 
thing that the film was produced. That* if for 
nothing else/ 1 said the Reverend Shuttlesworthi 

Shuttlesworth added that because the viewer 
was made aware of the irregular procedures carried 
out by local and federal officials on the day of Dr G 
King’s murder, more people will begin to question 
whether James. Earl Ray, King’s convicted assassin, 
acted alone or acted at all in King’s death. "X 
say there was a conspiracy [to kill King] and -that 
film brings it out/ 1 

Nevertheless, the movie’s critics say that the 
negative and historically detrimental qualities of 
"King" greatly overshadowed the beneficial ones 0 
Reverend Williams suggests that the distortions 
of Dr c King and others and the omissions may not be 
a mere accident on the part of the movie’s producers, 
but a conscious effort to rewrite history and, in 
effect, make Dr. King "acceptable" to white Americans® 

--/It ..looked like there was a conspiracy in that 
movie to make Dr, King, dead, what white ruling class 
Americans wanted him to be when he was alive." 
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BIGGEST FIRMS PAY NO TAXES 

VENICE, Cal. (LNS)--This is the season that 
Americans get out their paycheck stubs, receipts, 
and begin filling- out their income tax forms. And 
while we are laboring at home, the tax attorneys and 
accountants on corporate payrolls are busy compiling 
the taxes of the nation's largest corporations „ 


Although, the top rate on taxable corporate 
income, is 48. percent, the study found that the 
average effective tax rate for 150 of the largest 
conpanies_was only 13 percents This rate is 
equivalent to that paid by a family of four earn- 
ing $20, 000. 

Any reform, on the horizon? Probably not. 
According, to Vanik, the tax package President 
Garter recently sent to Congress includes cor- 
porate reductions that "could possibly result 
in exempting almost one-third of America's 
major corporations from federal income tax" 

-30- 

(Thanks to Jeff Cohen from Venice, California 
for this information . ) 
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(See graphic) 

RIGHT TO REFUSE "TREATMENT" ON TRIAL 
IN BOSTON COURT 

BOSTON, (LNS) -- Seven patients?^ Boston 
State. Hospital in Boston have sued 15 
psychiatric personal for damages and, on the 1 
basis of £heir experiences at the hands of the 
staff., they are calling on the f,ederal Court 
to recognize refusing "treatment" as a legal 
right of patients in psychiatric facilities . 

The trial has been going on in Boston Federal 
Court Since December, 1977 „ And in its course, 
has challenged many of the st andard features 
of current psychiatric practices „ The excessive 
use of powerful , psychoactive drugs, the signing 
of so-called "voluntary" forms in psychiatric 
hospitals, and use of seclusion as restraint 
have all been questioned in the trial. 

The case is complicated by the distinction 
between "emergency" and "non -emergency" situations 
in a psychiatric hospitals Even if the courts 
rules in favor of the patients' rights in 
non^emergency times on a ward a physican might be 

able- to- cancel the effect of the ruling simply 

by declaring- a "crisis" or "emergency" in an 
individual . 

Abuses of patients in non-emergency times 
with involuntary drugging have already been cited 
by the. plaintiffs in their <ggse' eVi’dehce 
routine involuntary drugging of patients has 
been, .defined as * as ault and battery' by the 
lawyers for the patients , arguing that this 
practice violates personal sovereign! 

The seclusion feature of the case centers on 
a young, woman who was forced to spend over 
2000 hours alone |n a barren roon at Bos top 

State Hospital.,, fg st imony from several witnesses 
has questioned the appropristeness of the 
incarceration . 


There is one difference, however. We pay 
taxes and they don't. 

Seventeen of the largest U . S . corporations 
paid no net federal income tax in 1976 according 
to a study published in mid- January by Congres- 
sional Representative Charles Vanik. The 17 
corporations include five steel companies, three 
airlines. Pentagon-subsidized General Dynamics, 
the Rocker feller-owned Chase Manhattan Corp. , 
and California's Pacific § Electric. 


Supporters of the patients' case have 
expressed the hope that Federal Judge Joseph 
L. Tauro will yi©l<t a landmark decision by 
ruling for the patients' right to refuse 
treatments Such a postive step will be a boost 
to the case of mental patients liberation. 
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-Thanks to Walter Sklannik from Souwerville 
Mass, for this article. 




See graphic 

CLEVELAND ABORTION CLINIC FIREBOMBED 

NEW YORK (LNS) — In the recent upsurge of 
right wing anti-abortion activities, legal initi- 
atives, sit-ins and disruption of abortions have 
given way to a new tactic from the. forces purport- 
ing to champion the "right to life": a series 
of violent attacks on abortion clinics,, 

In the latest of these attacks, the Concerned 
Women's Clinic in Cleveland, Ohio was completely 
destroyed by a firebomb on February ±8 While 
abortions were being performed, a man 

entered the clinic under the pretense of deliver- 
ing a package. He threw a chemical- into the face 
of a woman worker, temporarily blinding her, and 
then firebombed the clinic,, A target of vandalism 
previously, the clinic had only reopened a few 
days earlier. 

This is the sixth farebombing to occur in the 
past six months at a mid-western abortion clinic — 
4 in Ohio and the others in Omaha, Nebraska and 
St, Paul , Minnesota, Ohio police officials claim 
they are investigating the possible links between 
the Cleveland fire and two others at clinics in 
Columbus and Cincinnati! But many women*' s rights 
activists have their doubts about the alleged 
investigations, 

" The police department has been very lacka- 
daisical here in their efforts," Susan Allen, a 
New Orleans activists who came to Cleveland to . 
help rebuild the clinic, reported in antelephone 
interview with LNS, 

" For instance yesterday, I was at the clinic 
and there was an anti-abortion demonstrator out 
front. Now this is three days after the clinic 
was firebombed and he is out their carrying an 
xnr iumatory- sign. The owner of the building that, 
the clinic is housed went down to talk to him and 
ne said that he was glad that the clinic was 
firebombed, that it was 'unfortunate' that the o 
woman had been injured, and that the Lord had sent 
him and the wrath of God would be brought on women 
who had abortions," 

" The police were called to question him in 
connection with the bombing," she continued, "The 
police station is located directly across from the 
clinic and it took them two and a half hours to 
respond to the call. There are also five people 
who have been waiting for the police to come to 
male a. composite sketch of the suspect,," 

Elsewhere several anti-abortion demonstrators 
who attacked a clinic in Fairfax, Virginia were 
Acquitted on all charges, and abortion rights 
activists responded by filing a law suit against 
the demonstrators , their lawyers and several 
county law officials. Their brief targets the 
anti -abort ion demonstrators* illegal actions as 
well as "the complicity and acquiescence of state 
prosecutorial officials in permitting and encour- 
aging the illegal interference" with the c 
constitutional right to abortion. 

Since the February 10 trial in Fairfax, in 


which the Judge ruled as unconstitutional the 
section of Virginia law permitting abortions, anti- 
abortion forces there have been distributing 
leaflets which tell women entering the clinic that 
they are violating the law. They make no mention 
of the superceding federal ruling which permits 
abortion. Local police are now refusing to 
respond to calls from women at the center 
who have asked them to stop "Right to Life" 
from harassing women at the center. 

In Minneapolis , Minnesota, a police investiga- 
tion of a firebombing of a Planned Parenthood 
clinic over a year ago has yet to produce any 
results , Women who go there are still met 
by anti-abortion forces who maintain a daily 8 hour 
picket outside the clinic. 

-30- 
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NEW PLAINTIFFS JOIN SUIT ACCUSING 
HONEYWELL OF WORKING WITH FBI 

NEW YORK (LNS) — The American Friends Service 
Committee (AFSC) has joined a federal lawsuit 
charging Honeywell Inc and the FBI with form- 
ing an illegal conspiracy to deny several individuals 
and religious and political groups their 
const it ut ion al ly protected rights, 

Honeywell , one of the largest producers of 
anti -personal weapons for the Vietnam War was the sub- 
ject of protests by the plaintiffs in the early 1970s. 

The suit accused Honeywell of working with the FBI 
in its COINTELPRO (Counter-Intelligence Program) 
to prevent the plaintiffs from protesting Honeywell’s 
production of anti -personnel weapon, These at ms 
included "pineapple" and "guava" fragmentation 
bombs and the Rockeye II cluster bomb used 
against the Vietnamese people. 

The multi-million dollar damage action was 
originally filed by the American Civil Liberties 
Union in U.S. District Court, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
last April. It also includes as plaintiffs the 
organization Clergy and Laity Concerned and the 
Honeywell Project and several individuals,, 

The plaintiffs are asking the court to declare 
the conspiracy illegal and prohibit any further 

such conspiracies . The court is also asked to 
order Honeywell and the FBI to turn over all 
documents and materials which pertain to their 
illegal actions against plaintiffs. 

This is the only COINTELPRO suit linking 
a corporation and a federal intelligence agency ,• 

-30- 
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INTERNATIONAL HOTEL SUPPORTERS 
.FACE S.F. TRIAL 


fighter planes. Additional increases are pro- 
jected as a possibility over four to five years 
The decision was made public during meetings of 
Secretary of Defense Harold Brown and high-ranking 
military officials in Hawaii . 


by Gene Zbikowski 


San Francisco (LNS) — The International Hotel 
struggle continues- here with the approaching 
trial of six I-Hotel supporters. 

The I-Hotel, located in San Francisco's China- 
town, became a symbol of tenants* rights here 
when elderly residents refused to be evicted so 
the hotel could be torn down for a parking lot. 
After a nine month fight, they were evicted in 
early August, but destruction of the hotel has 
been prevented so far. 


Th« six people now faclng chargM were arrested 
following a melee outside the hotel in mid- 
September when Contractor Fred Grange attempted 
to demolish the I-Hotel . Grange was subsequently 
charged but will most likely face only light f in 


ines , 


Grange's actions attracted a large and angry 
crowd of demonstrators, who began to destroy some 
scaffolding Grange had erected. Two demonstrators 
were arrested, but were freed by the crowd. 


The U.S. government views the increase in 
air strength as compensation to Seoul for the 
planned partial withdrawal of U.S, ground troops 
from the south, announced by Carter a year ago. 

The air increase and the administration's massive 
$2 billion military aid package to South 
Korea now awaiting Congressional approval highlights 
Carter's overall strategy as a shift in forces 
rather than the pullout highly touted during his 
1976 electioneering. 

Defense Secretary Brown made it clear that the 
administration is forging ahead with its plans. 

But some onpositirm is expected in Congress in the 
ake of the Korean bribery candal revelations, 
not to mention increasing public awareness of the 
repressive nature of the Park Chung Hee regime 
and increasing demands by democratic Koreans iu 
the south and abroad for the reunification of the 
their country. 

-30- 


About 20 minutes later police waded into 
the crowd and arrested nine leaders of the Asian 
Community Center (ACC) , charging them with felony 
counts of battery and aiding and abetting the 
escape of a prisoner. When an ACC lawyer, Steve 
Rosen, interviewed the arrestees at the police 
station, he was arrested on the same charges. 

After three weeks of pre-trial hearings, 
charges were dropped on four of the ten. The 
remaining six will be tried on misdemeanor assault 
charges on March 13. 


The six defendants include an auto worker, a 
garment worker, and Chinese and Filipino community 
residents. Several demonstrations are planned to 
build support for them in San Francisco. 


-30- 

U.S. GOVERNMENT TO STRENGTHEN MILITARY FORCES 
PREVENTING KOREAN UNIFICATION 

NEW YORK (LNS) — - The Carter Administration's 
latest pronouncements on U.S. military allocations 
in Korea further confirm the U.S. government's 
firm intention of keeping the Korean nation divid- 
ed and strengthening the repressive regime in the 
south. 


The administration announced plans in mid- 
February to increase its air force strength over 
the next several months with a least a dozen F- 4 
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( For information on the miners' strike see 
packets 899,898,894,892,891) 

STRIKING MINER ADDRESSES SAN FRANCISCO 
WORKERS AND STUDENTS 

by Gene Zbikowski 

San Francisco (LNS) — Bay Area workers and 
students strongly sympathize with the current 
two month long strike of soft coal miners, as 
was shown by the reception given miner leader Bill 
Worthington at speaking engagements here in 
early February. 

About 250 people heard Worthington, a veteran 
of 33 years in the mines, speax onTebfuary 3 , and 
a small group at the San Francisco State University 
Campus February 6 e 

Worthington, a regional director of the 
Black rung Association; denounced the "huge 
corporations" for trying to deprive the miners of 
the right to strike against unsafe mines. 

"Even if the international, [union leadership] 
and the negotiators were to agree to a contract 
without the men's right to strike over unsafe 
conditions, it would not be ratified," he pre- 
dieted,, 

Worthington said that only the working miner 
could judge safety conditions on-the-spot, and 
that there could be no recourse to the courts 
or the union international for safeguarding miners' 
lives. In the case of the international, he said 
it would take too long for investigators to get 

(con't on page 12) 
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(See photos in this packet. See packets #887, 890, 893 
for other recent reports from Thailand.) 

REPORT FROM THAILAND i STUDENTS CONTINUE 
TO BE A KEY FORCE IN STRUGGLE 
AGAINST MILITARY RULE 

by Ted Chandler 
LIBERATION News Service 

(Editor *s not& : The following article from Thai- 
land by LNS correspondant Ted Chandler focuses on a 
key sector of the Thai population — the students 0 
Students played a central role in the mass uprisings 
that brought down the military government in 1973 
and ushered in a period of relative democracy j during 
that- period the National Student Center of Thailand 
( NSCT ) worked closely with peasant and worker organ- 
izations and led a series of massive anti-government 
demonstrations which were halted in October 1976 
by the come-back of military leaders in the bloody 
right-wing coup 0 

But despite the harsh repression , the students f 
conflict with the government has become even sharper 
since the events of 1976 : students numbering in the 
thousands have joined the 12-year old guerrilla war 
in the countryside, and students still in the cities 
organize covertly as well as publicly, such as in 
guerrilla theater display described below that stunned 
soccer fans during half time at a game in late Janu- 
ary o ) 

BANGKOK, Thailand (LNS) — Nearly eighteen months 
ago, demonstrating students at Bangkok's Thammasart 
University were viciously attacked by the Thai Border 
Police (BPP) — the opening move in the October 6, 

1976 military coup 0 Armed with U«S 0 -supplied heli- 
copters, automatic rifles, and even anti-tank weapons, 
the BPP killed and wounded hundreds of unarmed student 
protesters. 

Other students were shot from military boats as 
they tried to swim across the Chao Phraya River flow- 
ing along one side of the campus. Still others were 
brutally tortured — beaten, hanged or burned alive 
-- by right wing vigilante groups, organized under 
the patronage of military generals closely linked with 
the CIAo 

At least 400 young men and women were murdered 
that day. Thousands of others were arrested as 'Man- 
gers to the society 8 " The Bangkok government now 
claims to have released them -- but 18 political 
prisoners are still on trial in a legal ordeal that 
promises to be prolonged for at least two more years 0 
Hundreds of others seized in provincial round-ups 
have disappeared without a trace 0 

Today Thammasart has been quieted — through 
intimidation., "Even now we have police in the class- 
rooms — wearing SK-33's every day!" exclaimed Kamol, 
a Thammasart student 0 Five faculty positions in 
political science are going begging: nobody wants 
to teach in such an atmosphere. 

At other universities, students are worried about 
spies and agents. "Sometimes when we're talking the 
guards sit right next to us," says one liberal arts 
junior o Another studying at Bangkok's Chulslongkom 
University distinguished between three different 
types of agents: those from ISOC (the count er-insur- _ 
gency agency set up under U.S, tutelage in 1965), 
those from the Special Branch (political police),. and 
those employed by teachers themselves as a means of 

LIBERATION News Service^ ~ ~ 


advancing their careers , Students in labor relations 
feel they are watched especially closely because of 
their field of study 0 

New Activism 

Despite the harassment, however, there is evi- 
dence of a resurgence of student activism In Thai!- 
land today o It may be quietly expressed — as when 
a student In the south carefully placed a model of 
a. military tank amidst the symbolic representations 
of evil that are floated down the river each year 
at the Loy Kratong festival. But it is becoming 
increasingly overt, as when the entire program of the 
Communist Party of Thailand (OPT) and the slogan 
"Let the People Go — the People Must Be Free " — 
was written in a corner of the Chiang Mai Univer-. 
sity Library a 

The most recent open expression of student 
activism took place January 21 during the Big 
Game between Chulalongkorn and Thammasart, the two 
universities in the capital city of Bangkok o The 
soccer teams had left the field at the half for the 
familiar stunts, prancing, and card-tricks American- 
styie a 

Suddenly television broadcasting of the game 
ceased abruptly, replaced by a series of unscheduled 
commercials: Thammasart students had walked onto the 
field to stage a powerful allegory of contemporary 
Thai politics c First, banners reading "We Swear 
to Serve the People," and "We Will Never Forget 
October 6" were paraded around the field o They 
were followed by skits showing the police roughing 
up the people and an obviously academic figure In 
cap, gown and mouth-gag surrounded by gun-toting 
military o 

"The police tried to stop us, both before and 
during the demonstration," Thammasart student Kamol 
revealed, "but we decided to go ahead anyway 0 " 

An obvious reason for police anxiety was that 
much of the protest focuses on the trial of the 
"Thammasart 18," arrested after the October 6 coup 
and including former National Student Center of 
Thailand (NSCT) leader Sutham Saengprathum and 
former National Labor Council chairman Arun Pong- 
panicho Students dressed as jailers, armed with 
dummy machine-guns, and decked out In "Uncle Sam" 
stars-and-stripes top hats herded eighteen wire- 
enclosed prisoners round the fields — a none-too- 
subtle reminder of the U 0 So role In Thailand's 
recent military coups. 

Another skit represented October 6 Itself o 
A large replica of the Thammasart Dome (the symbol 
of the university, actually a wooden-roofed tower) 
appeared on the field, surrounded by struggling 
figures in black or white and surrounded with many 
fallen bodies 0 At the close of the protest 18 white 
doves were released from the Dome 0 

Instability and Inspiration 

One reason for the increased student activism 
is the continued instability among the elite that 
governs Thailand 0 There have been three coups or 
attempted coups in the past eighteen months and 
there are now rumors of yet another 0 The current 
Premier, General Kriangsak Chaminand, has dwindling 
support even inside the army. His pre-eminence, 
largely the result of UISo patronage, is resented 
by the monarchy and by other military figures 0 
Meanwhile, the communist-led guerrillas, by most 
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accounts, continue to gains "They* re getting stronger 
ail the time," asserts one source close to the Thai 
military itself 0 

In an apparent attempt to broaden his extremely 
narrow base and to help the Carter Administration off 
its own "human rights" hook as far as Thailand is con- 
cerned, Premier Kriangsak has promised to hold elec- 
tions this year 0 In this situation, many groups are 
vying for support from, progressives, especially stu- 
dents and intellectuals. 

However, having already experienced a political 
period (1973-1976) more democratic than anything 
Kriangsak can offer — a period that the military 
itself wrote a bloody end to -- the students are 
unlikely to be enticed into electoral politics 0 
"There’s nothing for us there," commented Thanet, a. 
Chulalongkorn student 0 "Students don ¥ t believe it 
will be a real election," added another . 

Moreover, students too are fully aware that thou- 
sands from their ranks have gone to join the guerrilla 
resistance — and that they have formed the "Avenge 
October 6" Battalion to fight for the overthrow of 
military rule 0 They also know that one of their own, 
former NSCT president Thirayuth Boonmee serves as 
the chief spokesperson fo the guerrilla sponsored 
Co-ordinating Committee of Democratic and Patriotic 
Forces o 

As for the NSCT, shortly after the October 6 
coup, It resumed its work as the central student or- 
ganization o It operates in conjunction with the Co- 
ordinating Committee and is headquartered now in the 
countryside and cities 0 In the cities and universities, 
"we perform openly, for example in the soccer game," 
explained one activist, "and we also work secretly. 

We try to join with everyone who wants to move 0 " The 
NSCT newspaper, Athipat (Sovereignty) , has resumed 
publication and is secretly distributed, sometimes 
inside other papers 0 

When asked how he distinguishes between his 
group and the Communist Party of Thailand, one student 
activist responded.: "In our opinion, we think someone 
who Is called CPT has been given a great honor 0 We 
work In the national democratic front . We think our 
aim is the same [as the CPT] but most of our work is 
with students and the middle class 0 The CPT works 
with farmers and laborers 0 " 

The students who have joined the guerrilla forces 
have taken up duties of first rate importance . In 
the northeastern province of Korat, where no guer- 
rilla activity was reported before October 6, govern- 
ment forces now estimate that students form 90 percent 
of the "insurgents" they face 0 Others participate in 
production, health care, education and cultural work 
in the guerrilla zones 0 

"We get news from them," Phin, a woman student, 
disclosed,, speaking of the students who joined the 
resistance in the countryside. "At home you get a 
letter from some place, or passed hand to hand, or 
a New Year’s card or a Valentine, asking you to fight 
for democracy 0 " 

The guerrilla zones in some areas reach the 
fringes of the cities, and as one student explained, 
student fighters go into the cities to visit their 
families or to make purchases c In this way infor- 
mation about the zones has spread, M so that now 
everyone knows it is not so dangerous or so terrible 
as the government has' said." And in many cases, 

"the families help, giving aid or equipment," 


explained one student. 

Thus the situation in Thailand is intensifying 
and students still in school are recognizing this. 

For many, the crucial issue is the communist leader- 
ship of the resistance and the strategy of armed 
struggle that this entails. Increasingly, student 
reservation on this point seems to be eroding. 

"Students in the university come from the middle 
class," according to activist Prasoet’s analysis «, 

"They don’t like violence. 

"But now most of them think that perhaps we can- 
not avoid it — maybe it’s the last way left to solve 
the problem." He feels that already "most of the 
progressives are sympathetic" to. the CPT and its . 
strategy. 

Bitterness Towards U 0 S. Government 

The patriotism and determination of the students 
inevitably sweep them up against the main supporter 
and guarantor, of military rule in Thailand, the U.S» 

One student, asked what he thought of America, 
instanteously replied, "Ha! Imperialism!" 

Another gave the carefully phrased answer, "You 
can say we hate her -- not the people, the govern- 
ment.. Intervention. . .exploitation. 0 . since World 
War II we have been intervened against by the United 
States. October 6 is the clearest example. Octo- 
ber 20, [1977, the latest coup] is another." 

As evidence for their conclusions the students 
cite the extremely favorable mining concessions 
awarded to U.S. companies, the bases and military 
privileges conceded to the U.S. forces In Thailand, 
the CIA’s control of various Thai generals, and the 
recent Carter promise to prop up the current mili- 
tary regime with 70 percent requested increase in 
U.So aid this year. 

But the students are also Interested in America. 
They ask eager questions, about who really runs Its 
government, and whether a genuine anti-imperialist 
could become president. Southern Muslim students — 
a minority In Thailand express' sympathetic under- 
standing of the struggle of black people in the U.S. 

Some express positive hopes for America: "If 
the American students would do something — that 
would be nice. Demonstrations: make the American 
people understand the real situation in Thailand. 

Make their government not Intervene in any country 
in the Third World." 

They have not been cowed, despite the bloody 
violence loosed against them. They have been recog- 
nized as a force that has proved Itself in open con- 
frontation with the military dictatorship. There 
remains no doubt that they will play a major role 
in determining the future of their country. -30- 

(LNS correspondent Ted Chandler is a journalist 
on Asian affairs who has just spent several months 
in Thailand.) 

"Some students have gone to [join the guerrillas 
In] ^he jungle. At first their families did not under- 
stand and were a little bit angry. But then they might 
receive a letter from their children, and the children’s 
friends would come talk to them to explain what Is going 
on. Now the families help us, giving us aid or equip- 
ment. oo which we send to the forest.". 

—student activist In Thailand 
interviewed February, 1978 
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(See graphics in this issue and #897 for more 
information® ) 

MORE EVIDENCE ON ILLEGAL PAYMENTS TO IRAN MAY BLOCK 
CARTER'S NOMINEE TO HEAD THE FEDERAL RESERVE 

NEW YORK (LNS) — First it was Bert Lance's 
shady business operations and now it is President 
Carter’s nominee to head the Federal Reserve, G. 
William Miller, chairman of the Textron corpora- 
tion, who has the spotlight. As more evidence 
has surfaced in the illegal payments made by 
Bell Helicopter, a subsidiary of Textron, to an 
Iranian sales agency called Air Taxi, Miller's 
chances of being confirmed by the Senate Banking 
Committee will be delayed and possibly rejected. 
Hundreds of corporations have admitted making such 
payments, yet Jimmy Carter seems to be having 
trouble keeping the business affairs of *his 
appointees quiet. 

In return for its all-time largest sale of 
Bell Helicopters, Textron gave Air Taxi $2.9 
million in 1973-75. A large portion of the payment 
went straight to Air Taxi's owner, the late 
General Mohammed Khatemi, a government official and 
an inlaw of the Shah. Khatemi was also considered 
the "second most powerful man in the country" until 
he mysteriously died in a plane accident in 1975. 

According to U.S. law, it is illegal for 
corporations to bribe foreign government officials. 
For this reason the current investigations focus 
on whether Miller knew Khatemi was Air Taxi's owner, 
or whether he believed it was owned by a non- 
governmental businessman. 

Miller claims the latter, and asserts that the 
payment to Air Taxi was a lawful sales commission 
rather than a bribe to help the sale along. Sub- 
stantial evidence has emerged, however, which 
undermines the credibility of Miller's assertions. 

The Evidence 

“As far back as 1953, Khatemi 's ownership of 
Ai r Taxi has been on file at the registry office 
in Tehran, Iran. 

*Even Bell Helicopter records show that Khatemi 
played, a key role in promoting the contract with 
fell which ultimately sold some 500 helicopters to 

I ran <■ 

^Former Bell Helicopter sales agent, William 
T- French, testifying before the Senate Banking 
Committee in mid-February, stated that several 
p-Erao;is in Bell Helicopter were aware that Khatemi 
was the secret owner of Air Taxi. French and his 
lawyer have documents and letters to substantiate 
thair claim. 

Moreover , French disclosed before the 
Sets at a Banking Committee that the payments to 
Ait T-ixI. were not lawful. According to French's 
lawyer, "Mr. Miller testified that the payment 
to Air Taxi was well earned and deserved... I 
would like to see that demonstrated." 

French's statements have been a cause of 
alarm in government and corporate circles. As a 
result, the Securities and Exchange Commission 
(SEC) and the Senate Banking Committee are now 
investigating the $2.9 million corporate payment 
to Iran. 

*A CIA document, dated March 1968, revealed 


that Khatemi owned Air Taxi, The Pentagon 
also knew that Khatemi was the real owner , and 
that commissions paid by Bell to Air Taxi signi- 
ficantly rewarded Khatemi. 

Ken A. McLean, staff director of SEC, told 
the Senate Banking Committee that "several indi- 
viduals in the Department of State and Defense 
and the Central Intelligence Agency had indicated 
that it was 'common knowledge* that General 
Khatemi was associated with Air Taxi," according 
to the New York. Times , 

^Miller's description of the $2.9 million 
as a straightforward payment "for past services" 
has not been substantiated by Bell records, Mr, 
McLean noted that the $2.9 million payment is 
way over the actual costs incurred by Air 
Taxi in representing Bell. 

*Jack C. Miklos, deputy chief of the U.S. 
mission in Tehran, recalled that Khatemi' s 
ownership of Air Taxi was known "among the upper 
levels of Tehran business »^d social circles." 

And according tc Robert C , Brewin , U.S. counselor 
for economic and commercial affairs in Tehran, 
Khatemi 's ownership of Air Taxi was "fairly 
common knowledge in U.S. and Iranian aviation 
circles and to some degree in the general business 
community . That information became common know- 
ledge in the late 1960* s and early 1970*8." 

Government Complicity 

Bribing officials of foreign governments 
has long been a standard operating procedure for 
many U.S. corporations in winning business con- 
tracts. Over 300 U.S. firms, not including Tex- 
tron, have admitted to bribing officials of 
foreign governments. 

But since the enactment of federal legisla- 
tion last year, the practice has been deemed 
illegal. Executives found guilty of bribing 
government officials can be jailed or fined. 

But, not surprisingly, just a few have been fined 
so far--and for only token amounts. 

Now it seems clear that Miller was aware of 
Khatemi *s connection to Air Taxi, notwithstanding 
Miller's testimony to the contrary, Miller should 
abdicate his position as the future head of the 
Federal Reserve. And if Textron is guilty of 
bribing Khatemi, as many now believe. Miller 
should be jailed or fined for his actions. 

But the payments to Iran are only one area 
of Textron misdealings. In addition, SEC u, 
investigating alleged illegal payments co Ghana 
and Italy, the use of "push money" (a uphemism 
for bribes) by another subsidiary of Textron, as 
well as the disclosure of illegal billing and 
"other practices apparently employed by several 
divisions of Textron..." reports the Wall 
Journal . 

Although an ample amount of evidence is at 
hand, there is doubt in government and corporate 
circles that Miller will ever be prosecuted, One 
commonly-held theory for this is chat the U.S, 
government knew about the payments by Textron, 

In particular, it is believed that the CIA 
actively encourages corporate payoffs by U S 
(CONTINUED ON NEX T PAGE; SECOND COLUMN ) " 
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NATIVE AMERICANS LAUNCH "LONGEST MARCH" 

ACROSS U„S„ TO DEMAND RIGHTS 

NEW YORK (LNS)-- Setting out -from Alcatraz 
Island in California, site of one of the first 
nationally publicized actions. to demand Native 
American rights in the early 1970 *s, more than 
300 Indians began ''The Longest March" February 
11- - a march that will take them, across the U„S„ 
from California to Washington ,D„C<, 

The marchers are demanding., the. defeat of 11 
anti-Indian Bills in Congress , .freedom for 
imprisoned American Indian Movement (AIM) activist 
Leonard Peltier and other political prisoners, 
and the ongoing genocide aimed at Native American 
people in the U.S* carried out through forced 
sterilization <, The key Congressional bill. House 
Resolution 9054, would make official the common 
government ^practice of nullifying, all treaties 
made between the U«S„ and Native Americans, 

Though many Native Americans, doubt that the 
law will actually be passed, they view the current 
wave of nation-wide anti-Indian, "backlash" that 
gave rise to the bill as a real threat, AIM leader 
and organizer of the Longest March. Dennis Banks 
explains’: " The purpose of the march is not only 
to defeat the bills in Congress but. to bring about 
a clear understanding that the Indians' human 
rights --and that includes sovereignty-- must be 
perserved and protected," 

-30- 

* * * * •* * * * * * * ******** * * ****** * * * * * * * *.* ** * * * ******** * 

CONGRESS MOVES TO OUTLAW G! UNIONS 

NEW YORK (LNS) — At the same time as Congress 
considers a bill to ban union organizing within 
the armed forces by passing the far-reaching bill 
S 0 274 , the U«S 0 army is paying a British social 
scientist $ 12 ,000 to research whether American 
soldiers want a union Q 

The motivation for such a survey is unclear 0 
But observers doubt that it is a precursor to 
acceptance of a Cl union by the military brass „ 
Michael Uhl, staffperson for Citizen Soldier, a 
GI union ,upport organization, explained, "The mili- 
tary has not done any empirical groundwork. This 
survey could be a way of locating the most danger- 
ous problem areas so they can cut them off at the 
pass- -but not through a union. " 

S 0 274 has already gained Senate approval by- a ■ 
vote of 73 to 3. The bill is now being 
considered- by the House Armed, Services Committee 
before, going to a vote by. the full house. If 
passed, mere advocacy of military unions by 
members of the armed forces will be a felony 
punishable, by five years imprisonment, 

* k k 

A coalition to defeat S*,274 has been 
formed. For more information contact the Coali- 
tion to Defeat S ®274/HR 0 12Q , 600 Pennsylvania 
Ave c , SE, Suite 301* Washington, D 0 Co 20003c 

-30- 
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CHARGES BROUGHT AGAINST FBI FOR 1965 MURDER 
OF CIVIL RIGHTS WORKER VIOLA LIUZZO 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Relatives of civil rights 
worker Viola Liuzzo, shot to death by a member 
of the Ku Klux Klan at the time of the historic 
1965 civil rights march from Selma to Montgomery, 
Alabama, has filed a $2 million claim against 
the FBI for its part in her death. 

Liuzzo was a Detroit woman, a mother of five, 
who went South as a volunteer, driving activists 
to the demonstration. Liuzzo was gunned down 
by shots from a passing car as she was driving 
back after the march* 

The charges brought against the FBI by 
Liuzzo 1 s family include failure to protect Liuzzo 
...and withholding information. They are based on 
the family’s recent discovery that Gary Rowe 
Thomas, Jr., a rider in the car from which the 
KKK gunmen fired their shots, was an FBI 
informer. The suit says Thomas was negligent in 
not preventing the shooting and the FBI is 
responsible for not instructing their Informer 
to stop KKK violence o 

. Three KKK members were, found guilty in the 
shooting 10 years ago. 

-30- 

(Inf ormation for this short came from Jet 
magazine.) 
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MINERS continued from page 8: 

to the mines, and "they * re not experts there, either." 

"There’s no justice in the coal fields," 
Worthington said, commenting on the courts 0 "Justice 
is blind. I’m be ginning'""' to believe justice is 
b li nd eve ry where ; * * 

The audience at San Francisco State was well- 
informed about the strike, and peppered Worthington, 
with sharp questions 0 One man asked whether Arnold 
Miller, president of the coal miners 1 union, was a 
"sell-out , " 

Worthington said he did not believe so, but 
that the best insurance agains t a sell-out was a 
strong rank and file movement 0 

Other questions dealt with women miners, 
mechanization, miner traditions, black lung and 
the attitude of the Bituminous Coal Operators 
Association. -30- 
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FEDERAL RESERVE NOMINEE continued from page .11. 

corporations,, For instance, according to the Wall 
-Street Journal: "It’s asserted the CIA in particu- 

lar viewed such payments as a way of buying intel- 
ligence information, cementing valuable friend- 
ships for the U„S„ and, especially in Italy and 
Japan, financing pro-American and anti-communist 
parties o " 

Meanwhile. , the SEC and the Senate Banking 
Committee investigations continue and top officials 
of Air Taxi may testify in the coming weeks,, 

—30 — 
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UPPER RIGHT s 


Joan Little talks about growing 
up in the South and conditions in 
the jail where she has been doing 
time in North Carolina,, as a 
friend listens on. Two weeks later 
New York Governor Carey signed 
papers to have Little extradiiedd 
back to North Carolina. 

February. 7 » 1978 . 

Brooklyn, New York 

CREDIT! Rob in B a s la w/ENB" 

SEE INTERVIEW PAGE 1 , #900 


UPPER LEFTs 

Joan Little talks about 
growing upiin the South 
and conditions in the jail 
where she was serving a sen- 
tence in North Carolina. 

Two weeks later New York 
Governor Carey signed papers 
to have Little extradited 
back to North Carolina. 

February 7, 1978 
Brooklyn, New York 

■CREDIT': Robin Baslaw/LNS 

SEE INTERVIEW PAGE 1 , #900 


MIDDLE RIGHT) 

Anti-government guerrilla theatre during 
half-time at a Bangkok University soccer 
game, Jan. 21 , 1978 * Students took over 
the field and acted out the massive 
demonstration of October 6, 1976 at Tham- 
masart University which was forcefully 
down by police and followed by a 
right-wing coup. The center structure 
represents the Thammasart University Dome, 
surrounded by struggling figures who 
r-epresent the 4-00 s-tuden ts- murdered- by 
police on that day. 

CREDIT: LNS Photofile SEE STORY Page 9, #900. 


LOWER RIGHTS 

Anti -government guerrilla theatre by Thai 
students at a Bangkok University soccer 
game January 21, 1978. Students --dressed 
as jailers , armed with dummy machine-guns, 
and decked out in- "Uncle Sam" hats represent- 
ing' U.S. intervention -- herded 18 wire-! 
enclosed prisoners around the field. The 
18 prisoners represent 18 student and labor 
leaders held ©inc.e- the. bloody ..right- wing: ....... 

military coup of October 6, 1978. 

SEE STORY PAGE 9, #900 CREDITS LNS- -Photofile 


LOWER LEFT; 

Anti -government guerrilla 
theatre [by Thai students 
during half-time at a Bang- 
kok University soccer game, 
Jan. 21, 1978. Students — - 
dressed as jailers , armed 
with dummy machine-guns, and 
decked out in "Uncle Sam" 
hats representing U.S. inter- 
vention -- herded 18 wire- 
enclosed prisoners around 
the field. The 18 prisoners 
represent 18 student and la- 
bor leaders held since the 
bloody right-wing military 
coup of October 6, 1976. 

Their trial is expected to 
last two more years. 

CREDIT! LNS Photofile 

SEE STORY PAGE 9 , _ #900- 
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"Right To Life" graphic 
CREDIT: Scurato/LNS 

SEE STORY PAGE 7, #900 


Miner graphic 
CREDIT: 

Pat Parkinson/ 
LNS 

#900 


Taxes graphic 
CREDIT s 
Br'ickman/ 
People and 
Taxes/ 

LNS 


SEE STORY 
PAGE 6, 

#900 


Striking Miner graphic 
CREDIT: Peg Averill/LNS 
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Taxes graphic 

CREDIT: Cumings/Berkeley Barb/LNS 
SEE STORY PAGE 6, #900 


Graph on U.S. Arms Sales to Iran Mental Hospital graphic 

CREDIT :Resistance/LNS CREDIT: Green/Freedom/LNS 

SEE STORY PAGE 3, #900 SEE STORY PAGE 6, #900 
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